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Caring 
We commit to caring for one another. 

Listening
We commit to listening to understand
vs. listening to respond. 
 
Confidentiality  
We commit to keeping what is shared
in this small group confidential so that
trust can be built and maintained.

The Bible
While we value dialogue, diversity of
opinions, and shared experiences, we
commit in the end to keeping the Bible
the hero. 

Prayer
We commit to praying for one another.

As a part of this small group, we make the
following covenant so that we can grow in
our love for God and our love for each other.
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JOSHUA 1  After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord,
the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses
my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get
ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to
give to them—to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every place
where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your
territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from
the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the
Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 No one will be able to
stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with
Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake
you. 6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead
these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to
give them.

7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the
law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the
right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you
go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips;
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to
do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and
successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the
Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

10 So Joshua ordered the officers of the people: 11 “Go
through the camp and tell the people, ‘Get your provisions
ready. Three days from now you will cross the Jordan here to
go in and take possession of the land the Lord your God is
giving you for your own.’ ” 

12 But to the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of
Manasseh, Joshua said, 13 “Remember the command that
Moses the servant of the Lord gave you after he said, 



 

'The LORD your God will give you rest by giving you this land.’ 14 Your
wives, your children and your livestock may stay in the land that
Moses gave you east of the Jordan, but all your fighting men, ready
for battle, must cross over ahead of your fellow Israelites. You are to
help them 15 until the Lord gives them rest, as he has done for you,
and until they too have taken possession of the land the Lord your
God is giving them. After that, you may go back and occupy your own
land, which Moses the servant of the Lord gave you east of the
Jordan toward the sunrise.”

16 Then they answered Joshua, “Whatever you have commanded us
we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 17 Just as we fully
obeyed Moses, so we will obey you. Only may the Lord your God be
with you as he was with Moses. 18 Whoever rebels against your word
and does not obey it, whatever you may command them, will be put
to death. Only be strong and courageous!"

VERSES 1-9. This begins with a change of national
leadership. Yet, while leadership changed, God remained
constant. What constants-of-God can you identify in these
verses? What lessons here can we learn during our change
of leadership? 

Joshua is told to “be strong and courageous” three times by
God and once by Israel. Why? What do you need to be
strong and courageous for?
 
VERSES 12-15. These three tribes were already in their land.
Yet they went into battle to help their fellow Israelites. What
can we learn from this example?
 
VERSES 16-18. What do you imagine the men, women, and
children were feeling in verses 1-15? Yet what was their
response? How are you feeling about God’s promise and
commands right now? What is your response to God?

What is one thing you are taking away from today's group?
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Joshua 2   Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies
from Shittim. “Go, look over the land,” he said, “especially
Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a prostitute
named Rahab and stayed there. 2 The king of Jericho was
told, “Look, some of the Israelites have come here tonight to
spy out the land.” 3 So the king of Jericho sent this message
to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered
your house, because they have come to spy out the whole
land.”

4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them.
She said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know
where they had come from. 5 At dusk, when it was time to
close the city gate, they left. I don’t know which way they
went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them.” 6
(But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them
under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof.) 7 So
the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the road that
leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers
had gone out, the gate was shut.

8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on
the roof 9 and said to them, “I know that the Lord has given
you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so
that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of
you. 10 We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of
the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what
you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east
of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. 11 When we
heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage
failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God in
heaven above and on the earth below. 12 “Now then, please
swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness to my
family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a
sure sign 13 that you will spare the lives of my father and 



 

mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them—and
that you will save us from death.” 14 “Our lives for your lives!” the
men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we are doing, we will treat
you kindly and faithfully when the Lord gives us the land.”

15 So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the
house she lived in was part of the city wall. 16 She said to them, “Go
to the hills so the pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there
three days until they return, and then go on your way.” ...

22 When they left, they went into the hills and stayed there three
days, until the pursuers had searched all along the road and
returned without finding them. 23 Then the two men started back.
They went down out of the hills, forded the river and came to Joshua
son of Nun and told him everything that had happened to them. 24
They said to Joshua, “The Lord has surely given the whole land into
our hands; all the people are melting in fear because of us.”

What are some notable things you see in this chapter?
 
VERSES 8-11. The nation of the earthly king lost courage
because they feared of the Lord. The nation of the true King
took courage because they feared the Lord. How does the
fear of the Lord give you courage? How would you define
the fear of the Lord on this side of the cross?
 
VERSES 11. Rahab experienced fear of the Lord and faith in
the Lord; both drove her to action. Read James 2:25. As
Christians, what can we learn from her example? 
 
VERSES 12-22. God used a prostitute who asked for mercy
as part of His plan. Jesus spoke of prostitutes who asked for
forgiveness in Matthew 21:31-32. What do you notice about
God in both of these instances?

What are things you can pray for as a small group today?
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Joshua 3   Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites
set out from Shittim and went to the Jordan, where they
camped before crossing over. 2 After three days the officers
went throughout the camp, 3 giving orders to the people:
“When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God,
and the Levitical priests carrying it, you are to move out from
your positions and follow it. 4 Then you will know which way
to go, since you have never been this way before. But keep a
distance of about two thousand cubits between you and the
ark; do not go near it.” 5 Joshua told the people, “Consecrate
yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things
among you.” ...

14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the
priests carrying the ark of the covenant went ahead of them.
15 Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as
soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan
and their feet touched the water’s edge, 16 the water from
upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great
distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of
Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the
Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely cut off. So the
people crossed over opposite Jericho. ...

Joshua 4   When the whole nation had finished crossing the
Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, 2 “Choose twelve men from
among the people, one from each tribe, 3 and tell them to
take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, from
right where the priests are standing, and carry them over
with you and put them down at the place where you stay
tonight.” 4 So Joshua called together the twelve men he had
appointed from the Israelites, one from each tribe, 5 and
said to them, “Go over before the ark of the Lord your God
into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a
stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes 



 

of the Israelites, 6 to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when
your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 7 tell them that
the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of
the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were
cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel
forever.” …

The people hurried over, 11 and as soon as all of them had crossed,
the ark of the Lord and the priests came to the other side while the
people watched. 12 The men of Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of
Manasseh crossed over, ready for battle, in front of the Israelites, as
Moses had directed them. 13 About forty thousand armed for battle
crossed over before the Lord to the plains of Jericho for war.

Joshua 3:1-4. The ark of the covenant was where God’s
presence dwelled. Why do you think God instructed the
Israelites to keep their distance from the ark? God’s
presence led the Israelites when the way was unknown. In
what ways is God leading you in unknown territory?

Joshua 3:5. To “consecrate” means to make holy and
prepare for service. How can we, as a church, be prepared
for God to use us? Read Romans 12:1-2. Holy living is
essential for missional living. Why?

Joshua 3:14-16. This mirrors the parting of the Red Sea.
Thus the generation that heard about God’s miracle through
Moses experienced God’s miracle through Joshua. How can
we help the next generation hear about God's power and
experience it...for themselves? 

Joshua 4. Why was it so important to God that the Israelites
remembered and passed along the memory of this miracle? 

How do these chapters help you grow in your faith?
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Joshua 6   Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred
because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one came
in. 2 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered
Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting
men. 3 March around the city once with all the armed men.
Do this for six days. 4 Have seven priests carry trumpets of
rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march
around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the
trumpets. 5 When you hear them sound a long blast on the
trumpets, have the whole army give a loud shout; then the
wall of the city will collapse and the army will go up,
everyone straight in.”

6 So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them,
“Take up the ark of the covenant of the Lord and have seven
priests carry trumpets in front of it.” 7 And he ordered the
army, “Advance! March around the city, with an armed guard
going ahead of the ark of the Lord.”

8 When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests
carrying the seven trumpets before the Lord went forward,
blowing their trumpets, and the ark of the Lord’s covenant
followed them. 9 The armed guard marched ahead of the
priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard followed
the ark. All this time the trumpets were sounding. 10 But
Joshua had commanded the army, “Do not give a war cry, do
not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day I tell
you to shout. Then shout!” 11 So he had the ark of the Lord
carried around the city, circling it once. Then the army
returned to camp and spent the night there. …

14 So on the second day they marched around the city once
and returned to the camp. They did this for six days. 15 On
the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched
around the city seven times in the same manner, except that 



 

on that day they circled the city seven times. 16 The seventh time
around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua
commanded the army, “Shout! For the Lord has given you the city! 17
The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the Lord. Only Rahab
the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall be spared,
because she hid the spies we sent. 18 But keep away from the
devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction
by taking any of them. Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel
liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. 19 All the silver and gold
and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the Lord and
must go into his treasury.”

20 When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound
of the trumpet, when the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed;
so everyone charged straight in, and they took the city. 21 They
devoted the city to the Lord and destroyed with the sword every
living thing in it—men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and
donkeys.

VERSES 1-7. God promised future victory through a miracle.
This required faith for the Isrealites to accept. What future
victories and miracles require faith for you to accept? What
is the significance of the number seven here? 
 
VERSE 10. The Israelites were to show restraint before God
granted them victory. Jesus showed restraint before the
Father granted Him victory. Read Matthew 27:12-14. Why
was this moment of restraint important for Israel, Jesus, us?

VERSE 18. How does this warning apply to us today?

VERSES 20-21. Why would God command such destruction?
Talk about the difficulty of this passage. How does this fit
within the fullness of God’s character of loving, just,
redemptive, sovereign, etc?

What is one thing you are taking away from today's group?
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Joshua 7   2 Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which
is near Beth Aven to the east of Bethel, and told them, “Go
up and spy out the region.” So the men went up and spied
out Ai. 3 When they returned to Joshua, they said, “Not all
the army will have to go up against Ai. Send two or three
thousand men to take it and do not weary the whole army,
for only a few people live there.” 4 So about three thousand
went up; but they were routed by the men of Ai, 5 who killed
about thirty-six of them. They chased the Israelites from the
city gate as far as the stone quarries and struck them down
on the slopes. At this the hearts of the people melted in fear
and became like water. 6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and
fell facedown to the ground before the ark of the Lord,
remaining there till evening. The elders of Israel did the
same, and sprinkled dust on their heads. 7 And Joshua said,
“Alas, Sovereign Lord, why did you ever bring this people
across the Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the
Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been content to stay
on the other side of the Jordan!” …

10 The Lord said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are you doing
down on your face? 11 Israel has sinned; they have violated
my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have
taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they
have lied, they have put them with their own possessions...
13 Go, consecrate the people." …

20 Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the Lord,
the God of Israel. This is what I have done: 21 When I saw in
the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred
shekels of silver and a bar of gold weighing fifty shekels, I
coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground
inside my tent, with the silver underneath.” … 25 Then all
Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they
burned them. 



 

Joshua 8   Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged. Take the whole army with you, and go up and attack Ai.
For I have delivered into your hands the king of Ai, his people, his city
and his land." … 18 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Hold out toward Ai
the javelin that is in your hand, for into your hand I will deliver the
city.” So Joshua held out toward the city the javelin that was in his
hand. 19 As soon as he did this, the men in the ambush rose quickly
from their position and rushed forward. They entered the city and
captured it and quickly set it on fire. …

30 Then Joshua built on Mount Ebal an altar to the Lord, the God of
Israel. ... 32 There, in the presence of the Israelites, Joshua wrote on
stones a copy of the law of Moses. ... 34 Afterward, Joshua read all
the words of the law—the blessings and the curses—just as it is
written in the Book of the Law. 35 There was not a word of all that
Moses had commanded that Joshua did not read to the whole
assembly of Israel, including the women and children, and the
foreigners who lived among them.

What do you notice in these chapters?

What themes of Joshua are in these chapters?

Joshua 7:2-7. Joshua lost the battle, but acted like he lost
the war. Read Romans 8:37. Though we lose some spiritual
battles, the war has already been won. Discuss this reality
we have in Christ. How can we remind one another of this?
 
Joshua 7:10-21. Sin leads to death. Consecration leads to
holiness. Read Isaiah 53:5-6. On the cross, we see Jesus'
death for our sins, which leads to our holiness. Spend  time
right now praising God for the cross and empty tomb. 
 
Joshua 8:34-35. Joshua led with high regard for the Book of
the Law. We must keep "the Bible the hero” in our lives. How
do we do that? Pray for a greater resolve with this. 
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Joshua 10   Now Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard that
Joshua had taken Ai and totally destroyed it, doing to Ai and
its king as he had done to Jericho and its king, and that the
people of Gibeon had made a treaty of peace with Israel and
had become their allies. ...

5 Then the five kings of the Amorites—the kings of
Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish and Eglon—joined
forces. They moved up with all their troops and took up
positions against Gibeon and attacked it. 6 The Gibeonites
then sent word to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal: “Do not
abandon your servants. Come up to us quickly and save us!
Help us, because all the Amorite kings from the hill country
have joined forces against us.”

7 So Joshua marched up from Gilgal with his entire army,
including all the best fighting men. 8 The Lord said to Joshua,
“Do not be afraid of them; I have given them into your hand.
Not one of them will be able to withstand you.” 9 After an all-
night march from Gilgal, Joshua took them by surprise. 10
The Lord threw them into confusion before Israel, so Joshua
and the Israelites defeated them completely at Gibeon.
Israel pursued them along the road going up to Beth Horon
and cut them down all the way to Azekah and Makkedah. 11
As they fled before Israel on the road down from Beth
Horon to Azekah, the Lord hurled large hailstones down on
them, and more of them died from the hail than were killed
by the swords of the Israelites.

12 On the day the Lord gave the Amorites over to Israel,
Joshua said to the Lord in the presence of Israel: “Sun, stand
still over Gibeon, and you, moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.”
13 So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, till the
nation avenged itself on its enemies, as it is written in the
Book of Jashar. The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and 



 

delayed going down about a full day. 14 There has never been a day
like it before or since, a day when the Lord listened to a human
being. Surely the Lord was fighting for Israel! 15 Then Joshua
returned with all Israel to the camp at Gilgal. …

40 So Joshua subdued the whole region, including the hill country,
the Negev, the western foothills and the mountain slopes, together
with all their kings. He left no survivors. He totally destroyed all who
breathed, just as the Lord, the God of Israel, had commanded. 41
Joshua subdued them from Kadesh Barnea to Gaza and from the
whole region of Goshen to Gibeon. 42 All these kings and their lands
Joshua conquered in one campaign, because the Lord, the God of
Israel, fought for Israel. 43 Then Joshua returned with all Israel to the
camp at Gilgal.

What questions do you have after reading this chapter?

VERSES 1-11. God granted victory to the Israelites and their
Gibeonite allies. What God has done for us, is not only for
us. Identify one way that you can use God's blessing to
bless someone else today. 
 
VERSES 12-15. The text tells us the reason why God did this
miracle. What is that reason? This unusual event has
parallels in 1 Kings 17:1. Yet, just like Joshua and Elijah, God
can use us. Read James 5:17. Do you see it possible for God
to use you—according to His will—in miraculous ways? If
so, why? If not, why?

VERSES 40-43. The Israelites are moving onward into the
promised land. And the reason why they were able to do
this is found in verse 42. How has God fought for you, your
family, your friends, and your church?

How can you pray for one another today?
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Joshua 14   Now these are the areas the Israelites received
as an inheritance in the land of Canaan, which Eleazar the
priest, Joshua son of Nun and the heads of the tribal clans of
Israel allotted to them. 2 Their inheritances were assigned
by lot to the nine and a half tribes, as the Lord had
commanded through Moses. 3 Moses had granted the two
and a half tribes their inheritance east of the Jordan but had
not granted the Levites an inheritance among the rest, 4 for
Joseph’s descendants had become two tribes—Manasseh
and Ephraim. The Levites received no share of the land but
only towns to live in, with pasturelands for their flocks and
herds. 5 So the Israelites divided the land, just as the Lord
had commanded Moses.

6 Now the people of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal, and
Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You know
what the Lord said to Moses the man of God at Kadesh
Barnea about you and me. 7 I was forty years old when
Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh Barnea
to explore the land. And I brought him back a report
according to my convictions, 8 but my fellow Israelites who
went up with me made the hearts of the people melt in fear.
I, however, followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly. 9 So
on that day Moses swore to me, ‘The land on which your feet
have walked will be your inheritance and that of your
children forever, because you have followed the Lord my
God wholeheartedly.’

10 “Now then, just as the Lord promised, he has kept me
alive for forty-five years since the time he said this to Moses,
while Israel moved about in the wilderness. So here I am
today, eighty-five years old! 11 I am still as strong today as
the day Moses sent me out; I’m just as vigorous to go out to
battle now as I was then.



 

12 Now give me this hill country that the Lord promised me that day.
You yourself heard then that the Anakites were there and their cities
were large and fortified, but, the Lord helping me, I will drive them
out just as he said.”

13 Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him
Hebron as his inheritance. 14 So Hebron has belonged to Caleb son
of Jephunneh the Kenizzite ever since, because he followed the Lord,
the God of Israel, wholeheartedly. 15 (Hebron used to be called
Kiriath Arba after Arba, who was the greatest man among the
Anakites.) Then the land had rest from war.

What do you notice in these chapters?

VERSES 1-5. Here the promised land is allocated to the
tribes. After years of difficult war, God's promise comes to
pass. As a small group, list promises God has fulfilled and
praise God in prayer for this.

Why were the Levites only given towns to live in? 

VERSES 6-14. What lessons can we learn from Caleb? 

VERSE 15. After years of war, Israel enjoyed a time of rest.
Why is it good for us to rest? How did Jesus often rest?

How does this chapter help you, or challenge you, to grow
in your faith?
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Joshua 24   Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at
Shechem. He summoned the elders, leaders, judges and
officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before
God. 2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the Lord,
the God of Israel, says: …  8 ‘I brought you to the land of the
Amorites who lived east of the Jordan. They fought against
you, but I gave them into your hands. I destroyed them from
before you, and you took possession of their land. 9 When
Balak son of Zippor, the king of Moab, prepared to fight
against Israel, he sent for Balaam son of Beor to put a curse
on you. 10 But I would not listen to Balaam, so he blessed
you again and again, and I delivered you out of his hand.

11 Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The
citizens of Jericho fought against you, as did also the
Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites
and Jebusites, but I gave them into your hands. 12 I sent the
hornet ahead of you, which drove them out before you—
also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it with your own
sword and bow. 13 So I gave you a land on which you did
not toil and cities you did not build; and you live in them and
eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant.'"

14 "Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness.
Throw away the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the
Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 But if
serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods
your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of
the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and
my household, we will serve the Lord.” 16 Then the people
answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve
other gods! …

19 Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the 



 

Lord. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your
rebellion and your sins. 20 If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign
gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you,
after he has been good to you.” ...

23 "Now then," said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are
among you and yield your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” 24
And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord our God and
obey him.” 25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people,
and there at Shechem he reaffirmed for them decrees and laws. 26
And Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of God.
Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak near
the holy place of the Lord.

27 “See!” he said to all the people. “This stone will be a witness
against us. It has heard all the words the Lord has said to us. It will
be a witness against you if you are untrue to your God.” 28 Then
Joshua dismissed the people, each to their own inheritance. 29 After
these things, Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the
age of a hundred and ten.

VERSES 1-13. The Israelites are reminded of what God did
and what they didn't do. This also happens in Ephesians
2:8-9. Who in your life can you share this good news with? 
 
VERSES 14-16. What do you notice in these verses? 

VERSES 19-20. Today, God is often portrayed as loving,
which He is. But here we see other characteristics of God.
What are they? In what ways has the cross of Christ
fulfilled, and therefore changed, this message?

VERSES 23-27. Joshua persevered in faith until the end.
Who is someone you know that persevered in faith until the
end? Pray for this perseverance with one another.

How has your faith grown studying the Book of Joshua?
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